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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
  … Robert B. Waind 
 
Just when we thought “Spring had Sprung” we had another 
Winter Wonderland descend.  We hope that as you read this 
issue of our newsletter the weather has warmed and the spring 
flowers are more than poking their heads up for us to enjoy. 
 
Our organization is so grateful to everyone who has renewed 
their membership for 2009 along with so many very generous 
donations to the Silver Creek Fund, the  Education Fund and 
our General Fund.  We couldn’t be more proud to announce 
that we have gained 3 new LIFETIME MEMBERS:  Don Kerr, 
Douglas Matthews and Norman Wingrove.   We look 
forward to recognizing their lifetime status at our upcoming 
Annual General Meeting.  All levels of financial commitment to 
help us to continue our work, on so many front, is so 
appreciated.  This newsletter provides you with an update on 
all that we are doing, along with the efforts of others in the 
community we have partnered with and/or support their efforts 
to improve the environment.  We have our “newest and 
youngest member”, Kyle Pearson  with an interesting article 
on his environmental interests on     
Page 2. 
 
Our focus on the Silver Creek Wetland  continues through the 
leadership and commitment of Don Kerr, Don Gibson, and the 
Watershed Action Group (WAG) Committee.   Progress 
continues to be made in a positive direction and Page 3 
outlines the current status of the Wetland along with the 
Terrasan Development Project and Castle Glen. 
 
In a similar vein, there have been new Ontario Policies and 
Regulations  announced we thought would interest you 
regarding:  Protecting the Boreal Forest; Legislation to Protect 
Species at Risk and Growing theGreenbelt (which includes the 
Niagara Escarpment Plan Area).  Please see Page 4 . 
 
We know many of your have been taking advantage and 
enjoying the “Be The Change” Film Series  being offered 
through a partnership between the BMWTF and Elephant 
Thoughts.  We are proud to report that every movie has been 
very well attended by our Community and the remaining film, 
Fierce Light is showing on Thursday, May 21 at 7:30  p.m.  
For full details refer to Page 6 .  
 
The Education Committee continues their very successful 
partnership with Elephant Thoughts and the continuation of 
The Watershed Series  in our Grade 7-8 classes in schools 
throughout our region.  In the 2008 – 2009 school year, 46 
workshops have been scheduled and 43 of those already  
 

 
completed where 30 students at a time experience “hands-on” 
education about the actual workings of a watershed !   
 
The focus on Climate Change , fortunately, has captured the 
attention of most and we wanted to share with you some 
excerpts from the Guardian Weekly.  The Guardian Weekly  
offers a unique blend of international news, politics, culture and 
comment, drawing on the considerable editorial resources of  
the Guardian, with selected features from the Observer, The 
Washington Post and Le Monde.  Page 7  has these 
compelling excerpts. 
 
Find out where the Environment Network has moved and all 
of the wonderful programs they are offering on Page 8. 
 
Want to take on an “individual”  Bottled Water  challenge and 
save some money?  Read our article on Page 9. 
 
We are happy to promote the Georgian Triangle Earth Days 
Celebrations on May 16 & 30, 2009 .  We encourage 
everyone to participate in these events to show our support, 
become more enlightened and continue to challenge our 
thinking on these important topics with Elizabeth May & The 
Nylons and Thomas Homer-Dixon.  See Page 5 for all of the 
details. 
 
Our Annual General Meeting  has been scheduled for 2009 
and we invite everyone to come, take part and have an 
opportunity to socialize and discuss the Trust.  On Page 10 we 
have provided our Agenda for the meeting.   
 
 
BMWTF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – PLEASE JOIN US! 
Wednesday, May 27, 2009 
7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
Craigleith Community Centre 

 
RSVP TO:  Jeanne Hazell – 705-444-8511 
                                               jhazell8511@rogers.com 
 
 
 
R.B. Waind 
President,   
Blue Mountain Watershed Trust Foundation 

http://www.thebluemountains.ca/
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KYLE PEARSON -  OUR NEWEST AND YOUNGEST 
BMWTF MEMBER !! 
(Submitted by Jeanne Hazell) 
 
 
What an honour it was for the BMWTF to be invited to 
St. Mary’s School by Mrs. Cathy Baginski’s class to 
participate in the presentation that was to be made by 
Kyle Pearson on the Silver Creek Wetland.   
 
Don Kerr and Garry Reid gladly accepted the invitation 
and participated on the special day.  Don’s reaction was:   
“Kyle had a very sophisticated attitude to wetlands and 
conservation and his presentation was very creative.” 

 
Kyle is 11 years old and is a Grade 6 student at St. 
Mary’s.  All of the students were challenged by Mrs. 
Baginski to analyze a local issue and the choice of topics 
was up to each individual class member.   
 
When I asked Kyle what caused him to choose the Silver 
Creek Wetland he said:  “I have noticed many new 
developments in the community removing forest and 
replacing farmland and I find this to be upsetting.  The 
land is cleared and sometimes one model home is built 
and then the land just sits there for quite some time with 
no additional building and I wonder if that is the best use 
of our land.  At my house we have a bit of a wetland in 
our backyard and we get to enjoy the deer, frogs, 
rabbits, etc.  I also remembered that as a family we had 
talked about the potential of a golf course being build on 
the Silver Creek Wetland and if that was the right thing 
to be doing.” 
 
So Kyle chose his topic and began his research.  Of 
course being 11 years old and computer savvy, he was 
only one google search away from the Silver Creek 
Wetland and he said it was easy to find everything he 
needed.  He had ample time for preparation as he was 
to present to the entire Grade 6 – 7 class and he could 
invite participants from outside of the school … ala, Don 
and Garry.   
 
Kyle developed a slide show to present his paper that 
included the development challenges the wetland faces 
and talked about how people can help.  He was so 
committed to a quality presentation he stayed at recess 
to create the short movie and test out the technology. 

His presentation lasted for almost one hour and the 
creativity Don Kerr referred to was Kyle’s ability to 
include a “movie” that he had customized to include 
“facts” about the Silver Creek Wetland. 
 
 
 
 
Part of his commitment  
to his topic was to make  
a generous donation to  
the BMWTF to support  
our efforts and become  
a member for 2009.  
Kyle met Norman Wingrove  
at the Wetlands to present 
his donation. 
 
 
 
 
I asked Kyle who he talks most to about the environment 
and he confirmed that it was within the family with his 
Mom and Dad, Claire and Dan Pearson and little brother 
Eric and his Grandma Johnson gets involved too.  He 
showed me the seedlings that he and his brother were 
growing under the guidance of Grandma and if 
everything goes well they will have sunflowers, 
pumpkins, basil, watermelon, corn, thyme, tomatoes and 
some beans in the garden this year. 
 
The first opportunity I had to meet Kyle was at the “Be 
The Change” Film Series at the Gayety Theatre that is 
sponsored by the BMWTF and Elephant Thoughts.  We 
had just viewed the movie One Man, One Cow, One 
Planet.  Kyle really enjoyed the movie and the 
discussion after the movie along with the invitation to 
participate and help out for a day at an organic farm.  
Thank you to Ryan of Niagara Escarpment Organics of 
Clarksburg!   
 
How lucky are we to have the young minds of our 
community engaging in topics that will help to define our 
future.  Mrs. Baginski’s class is now scheduled to have 
The Watershed Series Workshop delivered to her class.  
Thank you Kyle! 
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THE SILVER CREEK WETLAND  
(Submitted by Don Kerr) 
 
A: ONTARIO MUNICIPAL BOARD (OMB) HEARING  
    FOR THE WEST LANDS 
 
Readers will recall that the Hearing for the Consulate 
East Lands was concluded in the summer of 2007 with 
OMB approval for about 320 residential units in the 
upland area of that part of the property. Some residential 
development in these uplands was inevitable due to the 
Town’s Official Plan designation as Residential. The 
buffers that were agreed upon are expected to reduce 
the potential for environmental harm. The Town is 
expected to gain ownership of the Environmental 
Protection lands (the Wetland and the buffers). However, 
applications for the development have not yet been 
submitted. 
 
The Consulate West Lands constitutes a larger area 
extending west from the East Lands and bounded by 
Highway 26 and Georgian Bay and extending westward 
almost to Long Point Road. The parties (Town of 
Collingwood, County of Simcoe, Consulate, the Trust 
and the new owners of the Bass Bay properties) agreed 
on July 31, 2008 to commence mediation proceedings 
under the OMB. The mediation for the Consulate lands 
was well along when it became stalled around the end of 
January, 2009.  
 
The former Bass Bay properties are now known as 60 
and 80 Madeline Drive. The appeal for 60 Madeline 
Drive was withdrawn. The hearing for 80 Madeline is 
complete except for one issue involving permits for 
dredging a boat channel which will have to wait for 
further inspection and review. Again, the expectation is 
that most of the Wetland portion will eventually transfer 
to the Town.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
B: 107 LONG POINT ROAD  
 
This property is on the east side of Long Point Road at 
Georgian Bay, formerly the site of a Black History 
Museum. About half the property is part of the Silver 
Creek Wetland. We made a submission to the 
Committee of Adjustment regarding the proposal to 
divide it into 5 residential lots. Our submission included a 
study by our environmental consultant recommending 
more work. The NVCA approved the plans with some 
important revisions which we supported. The next step is 
a staff report followed by a permitting by-law.  
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
C: TERRASAN DEVELOPMENT PROJECT  
     (Submitted by Peter Sharpe) 
 
[The Silver Creek Wetland Complex extends across 
Long Point Road into Town of the Blue Mountains where 
a development proposal known as Terrasan is being 
considered.] 
 
The Terrasan project is "on hold" until the developer and 
Ministry of Natural Resources can agree on the 
boundaries of the wetlands. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CASTLE GLEN  
 
We are still waiting for the next steps in the Castle Glen 
development process which would include an 
Environmental Constraint Impact Study followed by the 
Plan of Sub-division. When these steps occur, there is 
some possibility for restraining the plans for golf courses 
and 1,064 residences. This is in addition to commercial 
units and the 500 residential units below the brow that 
were allowed in Phase One. 
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NEW ONTARIO POLICIES / REGULATIONS  
(Submitted by Don Kerr) 
 
A: Protecting the Boreal Forest   
 
Ontario announced in summer 2008 a commitment to 
protect at least half of the province’s Northern Boreal 
Forest – a truly remarkable promise. Ontario Nature is 
monitoring the execution of this commitment. 
 
In their magazine Living Bird, the Cornell Laboratory of 
Ornithology says “We all owe an immense debt of 
gratitude to the Premier of Ontario, Dalton McGuinty, 
who announced that 55 million acres of boreal forest will 
be placed off-limits to development. The leaders in 
Ontario and Quebec seem to recognize that it is far 
better to protect ecosystems when they are relatively 
intact…” The article also notes that approximately 127 
million Yellow-rumped Warblers breed in the boreal 
forests of Canada and US. It estimates that these 
warblers consume well over a million insects per day in 
spring and summer. This extrapolates into an enormous 
contribution from all the insectivorous birds of the boreal 
forest. 
 
B: Legislation to Protect Species at Risk  
 
The Ontario legislation on species at risk came into force 
in June 2008 and is administered by the Ministry of 
Natural Resources (MNR). Although it is reputed to be 
one of the best species at risk laws in Canada, it still has 
some serious shortcomings with regard to protection of 
species on private property.  
It is an offense to harm the habitat of a species at risk; 
however, the MNR requires a warrant to go on  
to private property to investigate potential harm, and an 
individual would be guilty of trespassing if they did so. 
Our efforts to protect the Silver Creek Wetland are part 
of the fight to reduce the rate of species extinction where 
5 species at risk have been identified (two of these have 
not yet been listed officially). 
 
C: Growing the Greenbelt (which includes the    
     Niagara Escarpment Plan area)  
 
Last year, new legislation and criteria were announced 
for “Growing the Greenbelt”. No additions have been 
made yet because the process for additions is lengthy. 
The criteria for additions include some physical 
requirements as well as municipal and public support. 
The Town of Collingwood council passed a resolution 
recommending that Silver Creek Wetland be added to 
the greenbelt. The Ontario Greenbelt Alliance (OGA), of 
which we are a member, has announced their extensive 
proposals for greenbelt expansion which they will be 
promoting. We will work with OGA to encourage 
implementation of their proposals within our watershed 
area. 
 
 

What’s New At The Depot?  
(Submitted by Suzanne Purdy) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In January 2009, The Craigleith Heritage Depot was 
pleased to announce the launch of its Lecture Series. 
This monthly Lecture Series brings cultural heritage and 
environmental awareness to the public at large by 
hosting the series at the Beaver Valley Community 
Centre in Thornbury. The launch of the 2009 Lecture 
Series signifies the first of many educational 
programs aimed at enriching our community.  
Revenue generated from the Lecture Series will go 
toward the ongoing programming and operating costs of 
our much loved and recently restored iconic landmark - 
the Craigleith Heritage Depot. The lecture series flyer 
can be found on the Town’s website, 
www.thebluemountains.ca which we’re proud to say has 
been one of the top three documents accessed via this 
website for the last three months running. The success 
of this lecture series goes a long way in confirming that 
cultural and environmental conservation is alive and well 
in the Town of The Blue Mountains. 
 
Recently, the Depot has begun designing a children’s 
Discovery Centre  in which children can explore history 
through hands on activities such as digging for artifacts 
or learning how to break fossils like a paleontologist. 
Preliminary steps have been taken in designing 
curriculum based “Edu-Kits” which shall be available for 
local schools to utilize, assisting in re-enforcing certain 
grade units. The Museum is currently looking for 
financial support to help launch these two projects. 
 
Since the beginning, volunteerism and the Depot have 
gone hand in hand. Without the support of the many 
dedicated volunteers, the Depot could never have 
become the much loved and respected heritage centre it 
is today. This month we are having our first volunteer 
“social event” and traveling to Grey Roots for a behind 
the scenes visit of our County collections. We hope this 
event will be the first of many “Depot” social occasions. 
 
The lilacs are due next month and with the onset of 
spring, we look forward to future growth, development 
and fun-filled occasions and programs at the Craigleith 
Heritage Depot. 

http://www.thebluemountains.ca/
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                         RECOMMENDED READING & SCREENING                        
     
   
      THE SONG OF THE DODO – David Quammen   

(Recommended by Eleanor Ward) 
 
An exploration of some of the world's most wonderful and most  
endangered species, set against an historical voyage of discovery 
to see how evolutionary theory plays out in confined, island  
eco-systems. As humans carve the planet's remaining wilderness  
areas into smaller and smaller "islands", Quammen's cautionary  
tales take on an urgent new resonnance.                                                                                                             
 

            
       EARTH DAY CELEBRATION SPEAKERS : 
 
       LOSING CONFIDENCE:  Power, Politics and the Crisis in Canadian Democracy – Elizabeth May 
 
       A ringing manifesto for change from Canada’s Green Party leader and Activist.         
 
       We Canadians are waking up from our long political slumber to realize that there 
       will not be change unless we insist upon it. We have a presidential-style  
       prime minister without the checks and balances of either the US or the Canadian  
       systems. Attack ads run constantly, backbenchers and cabinet ministers alike  
       are muzzled, committees are deadlocked, and civility has disappeared from the  
       House of Commons. In Losing Confidence , Elizabeth May outlines these and  
       other problems of our political system, and offers inspiring solutions to the  
       dilemmas we face.         
 
      CARBON SHIFT – Thomas Homer-Dixon 
 
      Thomas Homer-Dixon, author of The Ingenuity Gap  and                                   
      The Upside of Down , argues that the two problems are really one:  
      a carbon problem. We depend on carbon energy to fuel our complex  
      economies and societies, and at the same time this very carbon is 
      fatally contaminating our atmosphere. To solve one of these problems 
      will require solving the other at the same time. In other words, we still  
      have a chance to tackle two monumental challenges with one innovative 
      solution: clean, low-carbon energy. 
   
      Carbon Shift brings together six of Canada’s world-class experts to  
      explore the question of where we stand now, and where we might be  
      headed. It explores the economics, the geology, the politics, and the  
      science of the predicament we find ourselves in. And it gives each expert  
      the chance to address what they think are the most important facets of  
      the complex problem before us.     
 
      SCREENING – PLEASE JOIN US!!  “BE THE CHANGE” FILM SERIES 
                               Sponsored by the BMWTF & Elephant Thoughts 
                               www.bethechangefilmseries.ca 
 
                              THURSDAY, MAY 21, 2009 – 7:30 P.M. – Gayety Theatre , Collingwood 
 
                               FIERCE LIGHT -  An insightful look at change motivated by love, featuring interviews with spiritual  
                                                           Thich Nhat Hanh, Desmond Tutu, Daryl Hannah and Julia Butterfly Hill 
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CLIMATE CHANGE  
(Submitted by Don Kerr) 

We hate to be overly pessimistic but many news 
articles have appeared lately indicating the 
accelerated nature of climate change and the dire 
consequences for our planet. Here are some 
excerpts from the Guardian Weekly.  (The 
Guardian Weekly offers a unique blend of 
international news, politics, culture and comment, 
drawing on the considerable editorial resources of 
the Guardian, with selected features from the 
Observer, The Washington Post and Le Monde.) 

A study by the Stockholm Network (a business-
friendly think tank) used three imagined scenarios, 
namely, “agree and ignore”, “Kyoto-plus” and “step 
change”.  Agree and Ignore is essentially what we 
have been doing, that is, agree there is a problem, 
make commitments and then backtrack or fail to 
comply.  Kyoto-plus means governments make 
strong commitments in the upcoming round of talks 
and that developing countries like China join in the 
process.  The “Step change” scenario imagines 
major climate disasters occurring in 2010/11 
causing a sudden increase in urgency and using 
the price mechanism to make major shifts into 
renewable energy, with carbon emissions peaking 
in 2017.  Agree and Ignore results in a temperature 
rise of 4.85 degrees by 2100 resulting in world wide 
catastrophes. Kyoto-plus gives a temperature rise 
of 3.31 degrees and Step Change results in 2.89 
degrees. Thus, none of these scenarios will keep 
our planet below the danger-level increase of 2 
degrees rise. In all cases, Arctic sea ice will 
disappear, desertification will occur in the tropics, 
etc. In the worst case, permafrost melting occurs 
and about 50 to 80% of all species on earth could 
be driven to extinction. 
 
There was an emergency summit of climate 
scientists in Copenhagen in mid-March 2009 where 
the chief organizer said “All of the signals from the 
earth system and the climate system show us we 
are on a path that will have enormous and 
unacceptable consequences”. They concluded that 
the climate system is already moving beyond the 
patterns of natural variability within which our 
society and economy have developed and thrived. 
It means sea level rise, ocean acidification, extreme 
events and irreversible climate shift. They said  
 
 
 

 
 
 
global warming could strike harder and sooner than 
expected – carbon emissions have risen more in 
recent years than anyone thought possible. A 
failure to cut emissions could leave half the world 
uninhabitable. In an effort to achieve consensus, 
these scientists have underestimated the pace of 
global warming in the past.  
 
Some of the BMWTF activities that are 
consistent with averting these disaster 
scenarios include: preserving natural areas, 
protecting them from development, protection 
for species at risk, our partnership with 
Elephant Thoughts education programs and 
film series, reforestation, planning practices, 
etc. However, in order to make significant and 
timely progress, strong government action both 
nationally and internationally is urgently 
needed. 
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The Environment Network Update  
(Submitted by Michele Rich) 
 
The exciting news here at the Environment Network is 
that our organization has recently relocated  to a 
convenient building in downtown Collingwood.  Our 
address is now 44 Saint Marie Street .  This new space 
is really friendly – so friendly it has two front doors!  The 
door off of Saint Marie Street brings visitors into our new 
Shoppe, where visitors can purchase eco and 
socially conscious products at reasonable prices.   
 
The decision to open the Shoppe came about as a result 
of our staff having difficulty finding products locally that 
satisfy our everyday needs and wants in terms of 
environmental concerns and overall sustainability.  How 
can an organization promote sustainability when it’s not 
easy even for us to do?  A great deal of time and work 
went into researching each item and their individual 
ingredients.  We want to make it easy for people to do 
the right thing.  Our goal is to give people the tools to 
make good purchasing decisions wherever they are. 
 
In everything we do, we follow the four core 
principles  for sustainability from the Framework for 
Strategic Sustainability  which has been developed 
through a consensus process developed by a group of 
scientists and various worldwide experts over the past 
thirty years.   Here they are: 
 
In the sustainable society, nature is NOT subject t o 
systematically increasing...  
 
1. …CONCENTRATIONS of substances extracted 
from the Earth’s crust (e.g. heavy metals, fossil-
based fuels);   
 
2.  …CONCENTRATIONS of substances produced by 
society (e.g. DDT, PCBs, PVC, CFCs);  
 
3. …DEGREDATON by physical means (e.g. 
deforestation); 
 
and, in that society…  
 
4. …PEOPLE are not subject to conditions that 
systematically undermine their capacity to meet 
their needs. 
 
The Environment Network continues to offer all of 
our other services like: 
 
�� Eco-ENERGY 
�� Explorations Green Summer Day Camp 
�� Well Aware visits 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
along with some newer programs such as: 
 
�� Eco-Driver (learn to drive with the environment in 

mind) 
�� Monthly workshops are coming up on various 

subjects including:  
o  Children’s Health and the Environment 
o  How to build a Rain Barrel 
o  Sustainable Building  
o  and much, much more    

 
That’s where the second door comes in!  You can see 
our sign hanging on the side of the building just outside 
our office door. 
 
The Environment Network continues to work patiently 
with all levels of government on a variety of issues that 
encourage policy and legislative changes, in order to 
better protect our natural resources and human health.   
 
It doesn’t matter which door you choose, we will 
welcome you and be happy to show you around. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

44 Saint Marie Street 
Collingwood, ON, L9Y 3K1 

 
Phone:  705-446-0551 

Toll Free: 1-866-377-0551 
Fax:  705-446-0561 

 
info@environmentnetwork.org 
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 WE CONTINUE OUR INTEREST AND FOCUS 
ON  BOTTLED WATER !!  
(Submitted by Douglas Faughnan) 
 
Bottled water has been available since the early 1900’s. 
The pioneer in bottled water marketing was the Perrier 
Co. of France, still a major player to-day.  Perrier Water 
was originally a natural mineral water, naturally 
carbonated (sparkling) and sold as a health- promoting 
product by virtue of it’s mineral content for many years to 
connoisseurs without reaching a mass market. 
 
In the 1970’s people who desired to reduce alcohol 
consumption hit upon Perrier Water as a substitute for 
wine or a cocktail when dining in a restaurant and 
ordering a Perrier became trendy as a replacement for 
an alcoholic beverage. 
 
The popularity of Perrier Water did not go unnoticed by 
other bottled drink producers who noted the profitability 
of selling water (a product that was available free) and 
soon  many brands were available in retail markets. 
Thanks to clever marketing and advertising bottled water 
became very popular and  water sales zoomed. 
 
Whereas some users who don’t have potable water 
available in their locality rely on bottled water for daily 
use the great majority of users have access to a 
perfectly good and safe municipal water supply. 
 
Drinking water when thirsty, a perfectly normal function 
that  people have been doing since day 1 without 
concern as long as potable water was available,  now 
has become a duty whereby we must drink x glasses 
(ounces- litres) per day for good health. It is common to 
see people who must have a bottle of water nearby at all 
times- at home, at work, in the car and while playing 
sports or exercising, to the advantage of water bottlers 
who encourage constant water- drinking combined with 
a negative view of municipal water supplies. 
 
Our municipal water supplies (tap water) are very closely 
regulated and of high quality and safe to drink. Of 
necessity chlorination  of the water supply is used to 
eliminate harmful bacteria and if one finds the taste 
objectionable  low cost and very effective water filters 
are readily available at retail markets. These filters 
remove chlorine and  other minerals that may be present 
and result in drinking water of the highest purity. 
 
Bottled water also presents problems to municipalities 
and rural residents. First a high proportion of the non-
biodegradable plastic water bottles end up in municipal 
land-fill disposal sites which in many cases have already 
reached their limit, secondly water bottlers usually 
source water from springs or wells taking ground water 
from local aquifers in large quantities that can lower the 
water table in the area of the source and affect local 
residents whose wells may run dry and farmers who use 

water for irrigation of crops and watering livestock. 
(Especially in periods of drought.) 
 
Water bottlers can also take water from a rural location 
and ship in bulk to another location for bottling without 
any job creation or benefit to the local community. Water 
is a public property and it must seem unfair that a 
corporation can take water without impunity and with no 
return to  the true owners of the water. 
 
In Ontario water taking is controlled by the Ministry of 
Environment (MOE). Users who  require more than 
50,000 litres per day must obtain a “Permit to Take 
Water” (PTTW) and satisfy certain conditions regarding 
environmental impact and interference with other users. 
 
The inspection and enforcement of PTTWs is the 
responsibility of the local “Conservation Authority” (CA) 
reporting to the MOE. 
 
Until this year no value has been given to ground water 
and surface water supplies. There is a fee for the 
processing of a PTTW application but once a permit is 
obtained no additional fees are charged although there 
are costs to the taxpayer in verification and enforcement 
of compliance with  PTTW conditions.  Starting this year 
a fee of $3.71 per 1 million litres will be charged to all 
phase 1 industrial and commercial water takers, an 
amount  negligible in relation to the value received. 
 
A charge should be sufficient to cover all costs for the 
PTTW program including a more rigorous  inspection 
and enforcement program,  annual verification of water 
measuring systems and stream flow measurements 
where required.   
 
Public awareness: Bottled water has been banned or 
restricted in 31 universities and colleges. The Federation 
of Ontario Municipalities voted to urge local governments 
to ban the products from their buildings. A total of  30  
Municipalities in 7 Provinces have voted to introduce 
restrictions on bottled water (including The Blue 
Mountains).  Some restaurants are using filtered tap 
water to replace bottled water.  The United Church has 
been urging members to reduce bottled water use.  
Switching from bottled water to tap water can save 
an individual $1400 per year. 

 
Finally, the production of bottled water consumes 
valuable resources requiring energy and creates a 
pollution problem without any redeeming value, 
therefore, why should it be allowed? 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF MEMBERS   (Submitted by Norman Wingrove) 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 27, 2009 
7:00 – 9:00 P.M. 
Craigleith Community Centre, 132 Lakeshore Road Eas t, Collingwood, Ontario  L9Y 3Z2 
 
Each voting member present at the meeting shall have the right to exercise one vote.  A member may, by  
means of a written proxy, appoint a proxy holder to attend and act at the meeting in the manner of  
and to the extent authorized by the proxy.  A proxy holder must be a member of the Blue Mountain  
Watershed Trust Foundation. 
 
PLEASE RSVP TO:  Jeanne Hazell at 705-444-8511  OR  jhazell8511@rogers.com  
 
 
   REFRESHMENTS WILL BE AVAILABLE PRIOR TO THE MEET ING – PLEASE JOIN US 
 
 
                                                                                 AGENDA 
 

1) Call the Meeting to Order 
2) Approval of the Agenda 
3) Minutes of Meeting of February 27, 2008 
4) Presentation of Board of Director’s Report 
5) Presentation of Unaudited Financial Statements f or the financial year ended 

September 30, 2008 
6) Report of the Nominating Committee 
7) Election of Directors 
8) Election of President 
9) Other Business 
10) Adjournment 

 
NOTE:  In order to conserve our forest resources, c opies of the Minutes of the  
            February 27, 2008 AGM are not enclosed.   The Minutes will be available at the  
            meeting prior to the meeting start.   
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